June 2025

Welcome to our newsletter where we share
our latest news, projects and activities!

As winter sets in, there’s no slowing down at Geckol
We're excited to share some of the projects and events
that have been keeping us busy, and invite you to be part
of what’s coming up.

In the weeks ahead, we’re offering free nature-based
school holiday programs, made possible by the generous
support of the Neumanns Benevolent Foundation. We're
also hosting a one-off renewable energy event tailored
for Gold Coast schools, educators, and training
institutions, supporting our region’s transition to a more
sustainable future.

Our June Gecko Talk, presented by Josie Stokes, Senior
Ecologist at the City of Gold Coast, shone a spotlight on
the role of road ecology in protecting our local wildlife.
And don’t miss our upcoming General Meeting and
Currumbin Estuary Masterplan Info Night on 9 July—an
opportunity to come together, stay informed, and

contribute to an important local conversation.

This and more in this newsletter!
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Gecko at Sustainable House Day — Kicking
Off a Community-Wide Transition

Gecko was proud to support Renew’s Sustainable House Day on May 4, marking the
first in a series of community engagement events focused on the Gold Coast’s
renewable energy transition.

The day featured practical resources and factsheets to help households explore
sustainable upgrades and home improvements. A highlight of the event was the
open house tour, where local homeowners generously shared their real-life
experiences with renewable upgrades. Stephen, one of the hosts, was particularly
excited to showcase his new EV setup—complete with a vehicle-load solar system
designed to power the car and the home.

This inspiring day set the tone for an ongoing series designed to empower our
community with the knowledge, tools, and motivation to embrace cleaner, greener
living.

Next Up: Energy
Transitions in

e Education — Online
Botanical Bazar 1
N Tronsiliort Forum

&
R enewables

The next event in the series is an online forum exploring energy transitions within
the education and training sector on the Gold Coast. We’re inviting schools,
universities, TAFEs, early learning centres, and other training institutions to be part
of the conversation.

If you're connected to a school or education provider, we encourage you to pass
along the event details to decision-makers—your principal, facilities manager, or
P&C. Your support can help ensure your institution is represented in shaping a more
sustainable future for our region.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER VIA HUMANITIX.
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https://events.humanitix.com/gold-coast-2035-workshop-creating-positive-futures-together

» EcoDiscoverers — Free Winter School
Holiday Programs! ;¥

We are thrilled to announce that, thanks to the generous support of the Neumann
Benevolent Foundation, our EcoDiscoverers winter school holiday programs are free
of charge. This opens up an incredible opportunity for more children to connect with

nature, learn through hands-on science, and become confident environmental
advocates.

Set against the stunning backdrop of Currumbin Creek, EcoDiscoverers offers a
series of immersive, outdoor experiences for children aged 6-12. Each program
seamlessly blends STEM learning, environmental awareness, and creative
exploration within some of our region’s most important natural habitats.

*“ Nature Journaling Marvellous Megabats

Currumbin y Currumbin Waters
® 30 June, 9am - Tpm W 2 July, 9am - 12pm
Book here . Book here
(refundable booking fee applies) (refundable booking fee applies)

Mangrove Explorers River Rangers

Currumbin 1 Currumbin Valley
W 9 July, 9am - 12pm @ 11 July, 9am - Tpm
. Book here o~ Book here

(refundable booking fee applies) (refundable booking fee applies)

These programs do more than just teach facts. They cultivate a deep, lifelong
respect for the natural world and empower children to think critically about the
environment and their role in caring for it. With activities like citizen science and
nature journaling, participants leave feeling inspired, informed, and empowered.

We are deeply grateful to the Neumann Benevolent Foundation for making these

programs accessible to all. Their support is helping our community nurture the next
generation of environmental champions!
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Tourism plans for QLD and the
Gold Coast

The chance to enjoy the Gold Coast’s beautiful nature has always attracted tourists
to our region. But what make tourism ‘eco-tourism’ or nature-based tourism? And
how do we ensure these ventures have benefits across the environment, cultural
and economic spectrum?

Multiple sectors were involved in consultation for Qld Government’s tourism plan
Destination 2045, which includes a long-awaited capital works budget for
infrastructure adjacent to Springbrook National Park to help improve visitor
experience, including carparking.

Destination 2045 includes concepts such as to: Deliver a range of low-impact
accommodation and amenities on protected areas. Gecko has a strong view that
neither accommodation or infrastructure should be built inside a national park.

How ‘low impact’
development will be
determined and assessed will
be closely scrutinised by
many environmental
advocacy groups in QLD.
Since the amendment of the
Nature Conservation Act the
conservation sector has ==
advocated for the adjacency it il °,

1 1 1 Facility rades pl d he Springb Plateau’ ular national park r sites. Thase
prlnCIple tO apply} W|th case- acility upgra L\.-.M.c.; anned across the Spring roo-:. ateau’s popular nationa |.'|_j| visitor sites. These

upgrades will enhance a visitor's experience, improve site access, and address car parking and traffic

. . . movements. The Purling Brook precinct will be upgraded, including the replacement of the existing
by'Case exce ptl onsinre I.atl on causeway, east/west lookouts, and associated sections of the walking track. In the Settlement area,

upgrades will include an enhanced visiter hub, updated toilet facilities, and a formalised car park. This will

to direct First Nations establish a primary arrival point at Springbrook, providing diverse information, improving accessibility, and
accommedating both current and future visitation
IntereStS ThIS pOSItIOﬂ Pictured is the mockup of the future arrival point {car park and infermation hub) at the Settlement to access

the upgraded walking tracks, bridges, and lookouts over Purlingbrook Falls.

respects the primary purpose This is an extract from the State Government ‘s new Nature Based Tourism Plan,
Of COnservation particularly Destination45. P19 www.destination2045.detsi.gld.gov.au
’ I

of National Parks.
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Tourism plans for QLD and the
Gold Coast continued...

Springbrook Cableway is not part of Destination 2045, despite contrary reports. A
significant coalition of environmental and community groups and individuals are
joining to address the Premier and Mayor’s pro cableway rhetoric, which provides
no substantive public information, while a ‘vision’ to bedazzle the public is likely
being made behind the scenes.

Gecko reminds the City and QLD Government of the destructive impacts and
multiple risks to World Heritage, and fundamental considerations of First Nations
cultural heritage and protection. Find more info on our website and ways to take
action.

The City of Gold Coast also recently launched the Nature Based Tourism Strategy
and guidelines to uplift a range of operators and activities. Gecko Environment
Council welcomes the Council’s initiative to support genuine nature-based tourism
and recreation that helps to connect people with nature. It also has potential to
inform visitors and residents of actions they can take with their communities both
here and back home.

Please stay in touch with the advocacy team for more in depth conversations and
action in this space. Lois Levy: advocacy@gecko.org.au

QLD Government Destination 2045 tourism plan
www.destination2045.detsi.qld.gov.au

City of Gold Coast’s Nature-based Tourism Program
https://www.goldcoast.gld.gov.au/Invest-do-business/Supporting-
business/Business-incentives-investment-programs/Nature-Based-Tourism-
Program
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Gecko June Talk:

Learn how road ecology is
shaping a more sustainable and

wildlife-friendly future on the
Gold Coast—and how local
communities can be part of the
solution.

Our June Gecko Talk by Josie Stokes, Senior Road Ecologist (City of Gold
Coast) will provide a history of restoring wildlife habitat connectivity in NSW
and QLD, including examples of “Australian firsts” for wildlife habitat
mitigation. It will also introduce the Council-endorsed Wildlife Vehicle-
Collision Mitigation Program (WVCMP) and highlight what the City has
implemented from the Program to date to improve wildlife habitat
connectivity. It will also provide an opportunity to showcase our strategic
partnerships with the City’s Priority Species Conservation and
Environmental Offsets teams and Healthy Land and Water (HL&W) where we
aim to balance development with ecological responsibility.

25 June, 7 pm at Currumbin RSL  Book your (free) ticket here.
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You’re Invited! Gecko General
Meeting & Community Info Night

Tuesday 9 July | 6:00 PM | Gecko Hall

Join us for an evening of community connection and
conversation at our upcoming General Meeting and
Currumbin Estuary Masterplan Information Night.

We’ll kick off with a brief update on what Gecko has been
working on, followed by a special presentation on the
Currumbin Estuary Masterplan.

Soup, drinks, and nibbles provided to keep you warm and
fuel the discussion!

To RSVP, email office@gecko.org.au

ot
{ | \ | }\
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National Reconciliation Week and our joint
advocacy on the Gold Coast Water Plan

In the spirit of Reconciliation Week and Mabo Day earlier this month, Gecko reflects on the
legacy of Terra Nullius and, with the review of the GC Water Plan, the role and impact of Aqua
Nullius* in our region.

Through their knowledge and cultural custodianship, First Australians’ care of Country and water
is vital today for all Australians. The concept of cultural flows ensures healthy water, flows, and
cycles that support nature and communities to thrive together.

In the past 200 years, an unsustainable legacy of aqua nullius* has ushered in water regulation
and management based on English practices, which are often not fully fit for purpose and not
responsive to place, with long-term impacts. These regulations continue today in the form of
Water Plans across Queensland, which are currently at a point in their 10—or 20-year life of
being reviewed and remade, including the Gold Coast and Logan Water plans.

In 2023, Gecko began collaborating with local groups and Traditional Custodians on a review of
the current Gold Coast Water Plan (2006). One of the Plan’s objectives is to “state the desired
economic outcomes, social outcomes, cultural outcomes and environmental outcomes of the
management and allocation of water to which the plan applies”.

For us to advocate for better management and, as custodians, take care of water for those
outcomes, we need a rich dialogue that involves cultural, ecological, and scientific knowledge. A
combination of these will show us how we can strengthen the water plan for more sustainable
and just environmental and cultural flows.

Keep updated with our ongoing . ot T
advocacy and ways to get _ ; and Gold Coast
. . i water plan areas
involved by reaching out to the -

team via Sara e
climateadvocate@gecko.org.au "

|Legend
* Town

*Aq u a n u l“ u s iS a fu n d am e ntal & Storage infrastructune Heesare
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=
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.
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Major sbrearm

feature of colonial water b o j
arrangements and an Tl gt SN .
assumption, alongside terra ' . P | e
nullius, that effectively
disregards Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander knowledge and
customary water management

practices.

ITamborine Mounitain
moraienum area

_oosarisng New  South Wales
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Volunteer

Our current volunteer opportunities include
a Gecko Talks coordinator and a
Communications volunteer. Email
support@gecko.org for these and other
volunteering opportunities.

Donate

Make a one time donations or become a
Gecko Friend and join our regular donors
program. Visit our website for more
information.

Become a member

By becoming a member you lend your voice
for us to speak for the environment and you
will get in-dept access to the work we do.
Do it for our natural environment, rich
biodiversity, and for the places we value
and love! Join on our website.
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DISCOVER YOUR"
PERFECT VENUE

ENQUIRE NOW

0755341412 M
www.gecko.org.au

1389 Duringan St, Currumbin

00O

hallhire@gecko.org.au

With affordable rates, creek views, tables and chairs available as well as a well-equipped
kitchen, Gecko Hall is the ideal space to host a wide range of events.
Now taking bookings for 2025! Get in touch today.

Gecko House
139 Duringan Street
Currumbin Qld 4223

eCI§O Environment

Counclil Ph. (07) 5534 1412

~ working for the environment since |989 E. office@gecko.org.au

www.gecko.org.au

Office hours
Tue - Fri
10am - 2pm
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