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New energies, new people, same passion,
same goals - What is new at Gecko?

Over the past two years, we have done a lot of strategic planning
and re-structuring to ensure that our operations remain in line
with our vision and mission, that our resources are spent wisely
and thoughtfully and that our efforts best serve the area of
environmental protection and preservation we work in. 

GeckoEd still remains our main education project. We have
invested extra funds into growing the business with a two-year
plan for business development. GeckoEd is coordinated by
Catherine Jackson, who has now been in the role for a bit over a
year. She is an experienced teacher with a real passion for
environmental education and protection.

As far as advocacy goes, we continue to campaign in four main
areas; climate change, biodiversity, public open space and liveable
and green city. As most of you know, Lois Levy has been a leading
figure of Gecko's campaign efforts for the past three decades. She
will continue to do so, but to increase our efforts in encouraging
climate action in our region, Sara Hicks, Gecko Climate Action
Campaigner, has started the role this November. Sara has
exceptional experience in working with climate action and has a
great set of skills to engage the community in this complex and
urgent topic.
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“It is up to every one of us alive now to take action for a liveable,
safer climate future, with our home city especially vulnerable to
increasing disaster risk and sea level rise," Sara said. "Every one of
us, every part of society and all levels of government needs to
choose how we respond: continue “business as usual” or embrace
the opportunities and get stuck in together." 

"As climate action campaigner with Gecko, I hope to build new
relationships across the community, bring exciting social change-
making events to local neighbourhoods, support business
transitions, collaborate with our cultural scene, and support the
many inspiring local people and organisations who are in action
for a safer climate future,” she continued.

Gecko also has a newly elected Management Committee for the
2022/23 term. I look forward to working with all the members
continuing from last term as well as the new members.

And last but not least, I would like to acknowledge the change in
my role in the everyday running of the organisation. I have held
the part-time role of Gecko's Operations Manager for the past four
years and have enjoyed the daily running of the Gecko office as
well as the wider organisation. Starting this November, I have
taken on a new role within the organisation, and I am coordinating
all of Gecko's communications as well as supporting the
organisation's IT needs. Communications, specifically in the not-
for-profit sector, is what I have done alongside my other roles at
Gecko, and I am excited to focus my energies and efforts on this
much-needed area of Gecko. 

I look forward to another term with the new Gecko Management
Committee and reaching more environmental goals and
milestones with the Gecko team!
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Welcome
onboard Sara!

 
 
 
 
 
 

SARA HICKS
 

CLIMATE ACTION CAMPAIGNER
 

GECKO ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL

Yours sincerely,
 

Anna Itkonen
 

 
Gecko President 

and 
 Communications 
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Gecko Membership portal on our website

We have a membership base of over 400 individuals and
organisations. To develop our membership program and to
increase our engagement with our members, we have developed a
membership portal on our website. This allows Gecko members to
log in and access additional information about the work we carry
out, the current environmental issues and our operations. 

Gecko volunteer and membership coordinator, Donna Harris, will
be emailing our members over the next couple of weeks with an
invitation and instructions to access this brand-new
communication tool.

 

To become a Gecko member, please visit our website.

https://gecko.org.au/membership/

We are looking for a 
 Gecko Talks
coordinator!

 
Gecko Talks is a free series of

talks held at Currumbin RSL. The
talks run monthly from February
to November and introduce the

community to a variety of
environmental topics and

experts.
 
 

To find out more about the role,
email volcoordinator [at]

gecko.org.au
 

www.gecko.org.au
 
 

 

https://gecko.org.au/membership/
https://gecko.org.au/volunteering/
https://gecko.org.au/volunteering/
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Gecko Friends are
our financial
supporters.

 
 Our Friends

donations help us
run educational
programs and

campaigns
throughout the year

with the goal of
protecting,

advocating and
educating in the

Gold Coast
community.

 
All Gecko Friends
donations are tax

deductible.
 BECOME A GECKO FRIEND

BY CLICKING HERE AND
SIGNING UP ON OUR

WEBSITE .
 

Summer school holiday programs open
for bookings!

12 - 13 December 2022  GECKO ADVENTURES
Two-day nature adventure program at the magical Currumbin
Estuary. 

4 - 6 January 2023       RIVER RANGERS
Three-day river journey along Currumbin Creek from the
mountain to the river mouth. 

10 January 2023          FUNKY FISH
Become a fish biologist and discover the fish habitats of
Currumbin Creek.

11 January 2023          MYSTERY ADVENTURE
This is an interactive, 'choose-your-own' nature adventure.

16 January 2023         WANDER AND WONDER WITH JOHN PALMER
Come for a wander with 'Earthman" John Palmer and discover the
bush tucker in our city.

18 January 2023        ROCKY SHORE RAMBLE
Become a marine biologist for a day and explore the rocky shores
and the animals that call these shores home.

19 January 2023        MISSION THROUGH THE MANGROVES
This mission through the Mangroves will teach you all about the
importance of these magnificent areas.

23 January 2023        ART OF NATURE
Embrace your inner artist and get creative with a wide range of
mediums guided by our eco-art teachers!

 
FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO BOOK, VISIT THE WEBSITE.
 

https://gecko.org.au/gecko-friend/
https://gecko.org.au/ecodiscoverers-holiday-programs/
https://gecko.org.au/ecodiscoverers-holiday-programs/


Clean Up Australia Day 2023

Gecko has coordinated Clean Up Australia Day on the Gold Coast
on behalf of and together with the City of Gold Coast for nearly
three decades.

Site registrations are open now for 2023 on the Clean Up Australia
Day website. And if you need any assistance with site locations,
registrations, extra materials etc., Gecko's clean-up team is here to
help you.

MORE DETAILS ON OUR CUAD PAGE!
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Volunteer
Christmas lunch

A quick reminder to all our

active volunteers, the

annual Christmas Lunch is

held at Gecko House on

Friday, 9 December, at 12

pm. 

To RSVP, please email

administration [at]

gecko.org.au.

https://gecko.org.au/clean-up-australia-day/


Gecko Talks - 23 November 2022

The Blue beyond the Gold: Our Waterways
City

In November, we are joined by Chris Derksema, CEO of Gold CoastIn November, we are joined by Chris Derksema, CEO of Gold Coast     

Waterways Authority. He will talk about the importance of theWaterways Authority. He will talk about the importance of the

Gold Coast waterways and whether we are looking after andGold Coast waterways and whether we are looking after and

appreciating them the way they deserve to be, with theappreciating them the way they deserve to be, with the

importance of caring for them with future generations in mind.importance of caring for them with future generations in mind.

"Our Gold Coast waterways are a wonderful and highly valued"Our Gold Coast waterways are a wonderful and highly valued

natural asset. They support local jobs, provide amenities for thenatural asset. They support local jobs, provide amenities for the

community, and support a range of native flora and fauna," hecommunity, and support a range of native flora and fauna," he

said. "What kind of waterways future would we like to see for thesaid. "What kind of waterways future would we like to see for the

Gold Coast?"Gold Coast?"

While Gecko Talks are free, bookings are essential. All tickets areWhile Gecko Talks are free, bookings are essential. All tickets are

available through available through HumanitixHumanitix , and all current event information is, and all current event information is

available on available on our website.our website.

Gecko Talks are held at Gecko Talks are held at Currumbin RSLCurrumbin RSL , and we gratefully, and we gratefully

acknowledge their support.acknowledge their support.   
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D I D  Y O U  K N O W  T H A T

G E C K O  H O U S E  W A S

B U I L T  I N  1 9 2 4 ?  A N D

T H A T  I T  W A S  T H E

P R E V I O U S  C U R R U M B I N

P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L ?

 

W E  A R E  P L A N N I N G  A

Y E A R  O F

C E L E B R A T I O N S  T O

M A R K  T H E  1 0 0 T H

A N N I V E R S A R Y  O F  T H I S

I C O N I C  B U I L D I N G  I N

C U R R U M B I N .
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GET IN TOUCH WITH US AND

GET INVOLVED IN

PLANNING A YEAR OF

CELEBRATING THIS

BEAUTIFUL BUILDING AND

OUR COMMUNITY HERITAGE.

 

https://gecko.org.au/events-gecko/gecko-talks-november-2022-the-blue-beyond-the-gold-our-waterways-city/
https://gecko.org.au/events-gecko/gecko-talks-november-2022-the-blue-beyond-the-gold-our-waterways-city/
https://events.humanitix.com/organisers/61820a4d30cd210ba8463093
https://gecko.org.au/events-gecko/gecko-talks-november-2022-the-blue-beyond-the-gold-our-waterways-city/
https://www.currumbinrsl.com.au/
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Gecko Environment
Council Assn Inc

 
 

Gecko House
139 Duringan Street
Currumbin Qld 4223

 
 

Ph. (07) 5534 1412
E. office@gecko.org.au

 
www.gecko.org.au

 
 

Office hours
Tue - Fri 

10am - 2pm
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR OFFICE IS
CURRENTLY CLOSED ON MONDAYS.

 
 
 

GECKO WILL BE CLOSED FROM
MONDAY 12 DECEMBER FOR THE

HOLIDAY SEASON. 
 

WE WILL OPEN AGAIN ON 
MONDAY 2 JANUARY 2023.

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR
MEMBERS, FRIENDS AND

SUPPORTERS FOR ANOTHER
YEAR. 

 
WE WISH YOU ALL A HAPPY
HOLIDAY SEASON AND LOOK
FORWARD TO WORKING WITH

YOU AGAIN IN 2023!


