
OUT AND ABOUT
GECKO'S NEWSLETTER

August - September 2022

In this issue:
Climate Change

Campaigning and Action on
the Gold Coast

PAGE 01  AND 02

OUT AND ABOUT PAGE 01

Climate Change Campaigning and Action
on the Gold Coast

Gecko is an environmental advocacy and education organisation
and as such, campaigning and community action are at the heart
of what we do. Climate Change is a major global issue, and climate
action is one of our four main areas of campaigning.  

"It is a crucial and urgent issue, and there is a real need to drive
climate action on the Gold Coast", Lois Levy, Gecko's long-term
campaigner and campaigns coordinator said.
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The Gold Coast has already felt the effects of floods, storms and
heat, and these events will become more and more frequent. We
aim to encourage and inspire proactive, positive action in the
community to remind them that they are not without the means to
make a difference. At local, state and federal level, we aim to
influence decision-making to remind them that it is their
responsibility to act on this global threat. We actively seek to
influence local, state and federal policymaking to adopt more
appropriate measures to address the issue.

"Gecko is in a unique and fortunate position in our community to
have dedicated resources in climate action on the Gold Coast,"
Lois continued. "There are many groups and individuals working
in this space, and I see our role as one to facilitate a common
direction, a platform for communications and cooperation and to
be the driving force in keeping the conversation and action
going."

"As part of our campaigning efforts, Gecko is currently looking for
an experienced and passionate Climate Action Campaigner for a
part-time role. The role is responsible for developing and
implementing a climate action campaign strategy on the Gold
Coast with clear, measurable goals to address climate change. 

To take action on climate change or to get involved in our
campaign, get in touch with our campaign team today. 

You can access the Climate Action Campaigner role description by
clicking here.
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“We are the
first

generation to
feel the effect

of climate
change and the
last generation

who can do
something
about it.”

 
BARACK OBAMA,

FORMER US PRESIDENT

mailto:campaigns@gecko.org.au
mailto:campaigns@gecko.org.au
https://gecko.org.au/volunteering/
https://www.ethicaljobs.com.au/members/geckoenvironmentcouncil/climate-action-campaigner?keywords=gecko%20environment%20council&locations=5&page=1
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Commercial Tourism Development in
National Parks Forum

Gecko hosted the second forum in a series of forums addressing
the issues around commercial use and tourism development in
our national parks. The 2022 Commercial Tourism Development in
National Parks forum was held on Saturday, 4 June in Robina
Community Centre and included a program of expert speakers as
well as guides working in our national parks.

The forum was recorded in its entirety and the video is available
on our website.

Thank you to all who attended, all experts speakers and the team
of volunteers who made it all possible!

 

Visit the Forum page through the link below.

https://gecko.org.au/commercial-tourism-development-in-national-
parks-forum-2/

Gold Coast
Environmental Award

nominations open now!
 

We are looking groups
and individuals who go
above and beyond to
work to preserve and
protect our natural

environment.
 
 

Nominations close on 30
September 2022.

 
Visit our website to nominate.

 
www.gecko.org.au

 
 

 

https://gecko.org.au/commercial-tourism-development-in-national-parks-forum-2/
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"The EcoDiscoverers'
programs build on
my sons' natural

curiosity and
interest in animals

and all things
nature. They make
friends with like-

minded kids and get
to enjoy the great

outdoors."
 ANNA ITKONEN 

GECKO PRESIDENT AND A
MOTHER OF TWO

ECODISCOVERERS.

Desk Space for Hire at Gecko House

Gecko House is situated on Duringan Street in Currumbin along
the picturesque Currumbin Creek. It houses our office downstairs
and a community hall and a shared workspace upstairs. The
shared workspace is currently used by three other people and you
could be the fourth one!

The available desk space can fit up to two desks depending on
your needs.

EcoDiscoverers' School Holiday Programs

EcoDiscoverers' School Holiday programs are an interactive and
engaging way for children to learn about our natural environment,
gain new skills, make new friends and get their hands dirty. The
educational, fun-filled programs are designed to work with your
child's natural curiosity, to immerse them in nature and teach
them an empathetic and caring approach to the environment.

For more details and how to book, visit our website.

You can also join our education mailing and get all our programs
straight to your inbox. Email ecodiscoverers@gecko.org.au to be
added for the next school holidays.

For further details, visit our website.

https://gecko.org.au/2022/03/17/desk-available-in-a-shared-
workplace/

https://gecko.org.au/ecodiscoverers-holiday-programs/
https://gecko.org.au/2022/03/17/desk-available-in-a-shared-workplace/


Visit the Queensland Government website to read more and to
have your say on how the area should be used and developed.

Currumbin Eco-Parkland 

We work with a network of groups and organisations, experts and
local and state government departments to drive projects and
campaigns aimed at delivering the best environmental outcomes
for the region. While we cannot be the driving force in all of them,
we work together and support other groups in their efforts.
Currumbin Eco-Parkland has been a great success story of local
passion and government commitment, and we support and follow
the project with great interest.

In March this year, as part of our monthly guest speaker night
series, Gecko helped facilitate a community workshop together
with the Economic Department of the Queensland Government
and facilitators, Articulous, to discuss the recently acquired and
announced Currumbin Eco-Parkland. The evening was an
opportunity for community engagement and Q and A. The
workshop was well attended, and many great points and concerns
were raised and discussed.

On 5 August, Lois Levy and Rose Adams from Gecko visited the
Currumbin Eco-Parklands site along with other interested
community members, the appointed ecological team, the koala
team, the LA27 planning team and a representative from Economic
Development Queensland. The ecological team appointed for the
project consist of David Jinks (botany), Damien White (fauna) and
Mark Rigby (logistics), and they will be assessing the site for
suitable planning and development of this biodiverse area. 

There are many interested community members and groups
involved in this project, and Gecko is just one of them. While we
will aim to keep our members and friends informed on the matter,
you might like to follow Friends of Currumbin, a group that has
had a wider involvement in it. Their members, led by Peter
Kershaw in this project, have championed the cause and been
instrumental in driving its success.
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Gecko Friends is
our regular
donations

program and it
gives us vital

funds to carry
out our work.

 
For the amount

of a cup of
coffee, you can

become our
Friend too!

 
 

CLICK HERE AND FIND
OUT MORE ABOUT

BECOMING A GECKO
FRIEND!

https://haveyoursay.dsdilgp.qld.gov.au/currumbin-eco-parkland?tool=qanda
https://friendsofcurrumbin.com/
https://gecko.org.au/gecko-friend/


Upcoming Gecko Talks 

In September, we are joined by Justine Dillon, a proud KombumerriIn September, we are joined by Justine Dillon, a proud Kombumerri

woman, a project manager for Ngarang-Wal Gold Coast Aboriginalwoman, a project manager for Ngarang-Wal Gold Coast Aboriginal

Association Inc and an environmentalist and a passionateAssociation Inc and an environmentalist and a passionate

advocate for Indigenous cultural perspectives on landadvocate for Indigenous cultural perspectives on land

management and environmental protection.management and environmental protection.

Come and hear Justine share her experience of working on theCome and hear Justine share her experience of working on the

country, the history and importance of Guanaba Indigenouscountry, the history and importance of Guanaba Indigenous

Protected area and learn more about the Indigenous knowledgeProtected area and learn more about the Indigenous knowledge

and sustainable approach to managing and living on the land.and sustainable approach to managing and living on the land.   

The September Gecko Talk is held on Wednesday 28 September atThe September Gecko Talk is held on Wednesday 28 September at

7pm, To book your ticket, 7pm, To book your ticket, please click hereplease click here..

In October, Professor Catherine Pickering from Griffith UniversityIn October, Professor Catherine Pickering from Griffith University

will be talking about native plants and the role they play inwill be talking about native plants and the role they play in

gardening and biodiversity. (This event is not available forgardening and biodiversity. (This event is not available for

bookings yet.)bookings yet.)

While Gecko Talks are free, bookings are essential. All tickets areWhile Gecko Talks are free, bookings are essential. All tickets are

available through available through HumanitixHumanitix , and all current event information is, and all current event information is

available on our website.available on our website.

Gecko Talks are held at Gecko Talks are held at Currumbin RSLCurrumbin RSL , and we gratefully, and we gratefully

acknowledge their support.acknowledge their support.   
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September is
Biodiversity

Month.
 

Did you know that Gold
Coast is a Biodiversity

hotspot?
 
 

Gold Coast has 
 

- 352 species of birds
 

- 84 species of mammals
 

-74 species of reptiles
 

- 38 species of
amphibians

 
- 585 species of
vertebrate fauna

 
- 37 species of
freshwater fish

 
- 1737 species of

vascular flora
 
 
 

https://events.humanitix.com/guanana-indigenous-protected-areas
https://events.humanitix.com/organisers/61820a4d30cd210ba8463093
https://www.currumbinrsl.com.au/


Tweed Valley Wildlife Carers
 

Donation to Tweed Valley Wildlife Carers

We support the work of all of the other groups, organisations andWe support the work of all of the other groups, organisations and

individuals who tirelessly work to preserve and protect ourindividuals who tirelessly work to preserve and protect our

natural environment. We know first-hand the challenges most ofnatural environment. We know first-hand the challenges most of

them face and whenever possible and when the need arises, suchthem face and whenever possible and when the need arises, such

as during the recent floods, we aim to offer financial supportas during the recent floods, we aim to offer financial support

through our public fund.through our public fund.

Earlier this year, Gecko made a donation to Tweed Valley WildlifeEarlier this year, Gecko made a donation to Tweed Valley Wildlife

Carers to support them in looking after the flood-affected wildlifeCarers to support them in looking after the flood-affected wildlife

and to help ensure the continuation of their work. Thank you forand to help ensure the continuation of their work. Thank you for

the valuable work you do!the valuable work you do!

Visit their website to learn more about them and if you can, pleaseVisit their website to learn more about them and if you can, please

support them.support them.

OUT AND ABOUT PAGE 02

Tweed Valley Wildlife Carers President Jan Pilgrim accepting  the cheque.
 

Gecko Environment
Council Assn Inc

 
 

Gecko House
139 Duringan Street
Currumbin Qld 4223

 
 

Ph. (07) 5534 1412
E. office@gecko.org.au

 
www.gecko.org.au

 
 

Office hours
Tue - Fri 

10am - 2pm
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR OFFICE IS
CURRENTLY CLOSED ON MONDAYS.

 
 
 

https://tvwc.org.au/

