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BEAUTIFUL BUTTERFLIES 
 
When you are outside, you may have noticed many butterflies around; in your garden, 
on your balcony, in a park or by the creek. And it might not be just the butterflies 
though, you can see caterpillars and chrysalises too. 
 
Beautiful Butterflies is a program that you can do at home with your family or friends. 
We take a look at some of the butterfly species that live in or visit South-East 
Queensland, spot them in their natural habitat, learn about how they live and finish off 
with some butterfly themed games and arts and crafts. Let’s get started! 
 
 
SOME FACTS ABOUT BUTTERFLIES 
 
Butterflies are insects and belong to the same family as moths. Adult butterflies have 
large, quite often brightly coloured wings and fluttering flight. Butterflies have been 
around for a long, long time and scientists have found butterfly fossils from about 56 
million years ago. 
 
Butterflies have the typical four-stage insect life cycle; eggs, caterpillar, chrysalis and 
adult. 
 

 
 
The adult butterfly lay eggs on a food plant that their larvae (plural for larva), known 
as caterpillars, will eat. The very hungry caterpillars grow, sometimes very rapidly, and, 
as soon as a caterpillar has finished growing full length and weight, they spin a little silk 
and hook a back leg onto it, then they spin a chrysalis around themselves. When inside 
the chrysalis, the caterpillar’s body parts change and finally the adult butterfly will 
climb out. After its wings have stretched and dried, the butterfly flies off. 
 
Depending on the type or species of butterfly, the life cycle of a butterfly may take 
from one month to a whole year. 
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SPOT SOME BUTTERFLIES 
 
You might have noticed that there are times when you see butterflies everywhere and 
that there are times when you really need to go looking for them. Some of them live 
around here and some are migrating.  
 
HAVE YOU SPOTTED ANY OF THE BUTTERFLIES LISTED BELOW? THEY ALL 
VISIT OR LIVE ON THE GOLD COAST.  
 
Tick the box if you spot one. 
 
Remember, there are many more butterflies you might spot on the way. Record the 
details of any butterfly not included in the list, and we can help you identify it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

	

Lemon Migrant 
 

 
Spotted  

	

Blue Triangle  
 

 
Spotted 
 	

Blue Tiger 
 

 
Spotted 

	

Orchard Swallowtail 
 

 
Spotted  

	

Australian Painted Lady 
 

 
Spotted 
 
 

Common Crow 
 

 
Spotted  



GeckoEd online program – Beautiful Butterflies   
	

If you see any other butterfly, do like the scientists do and record your findings. Write 
down the following details below. 
 
Colouring and patterns.  
 
 
Where did you see it?  
 
 
 
 
Size of the butterfly. 
 
 
 
 
Anything else you noticed about the butterfly.  
 
 
 
 
Sketch the butterfly you saw. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can try to identify the butterfly yourself or send your clues to us, and we will help 
you. To do that, email your name, your parents’ name, contact details, the information 
above and any photos or other information you have to support@gecko.org.au and 
we will get back to you with our findings! 
 
 
MOTHS 
 
Remember, there are many moths around the Gold Coast too. There are the obvious 
nocturnal or nighttime ones that you might find on your window after dark but there 
are many moths around grasses too. These are day flying or diurnal moths. Some lay 
eggs in the ground and their caterpillars eat the roots. These are every bit as 
interesting and important even if they are not as colourful as the butterflies are 
although some moths are colourful. 
You can tell a moth by its feathery antennae, and butterflies have antennae with little 
knobs on the ends. 
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PLAY GAMES AND QUIZZES 

BUTTERFLY QUIZ 
Read these Quiz Questions to be able to play a game with your family or 
friends. Get one of you to look at the parent’s sheet for answers. 
 
1.  How many legs do caterpillars have? 
2.  What is a chrysalis? 
3.  How many legs do butterflies have? 
4.  What are the 3 parts of a butterfly’s body? 
5.  How many wings does a butterfly have? 
6.  How does the butterfly move its wings? 
7.  With what do butterflies smell, keep their balance and find their way? 
8.  What are their eyes like? 
9.  How do caterpillars eat? 
10. How do butterflies eat? 
11. How do butterflies taste? 
12. How do the eggs stay on the leaves when the butterfly lays them. 
 
HIDE THE FLOWER - GAME 
This game is like hide and seek and you are your family are butterflies. 

1. Firstly, make a paper flower so you can play the game with it. This can be 
just a simple drawing on a cardboard or you get really creative and use 
different material available at home. (One way to do a flower is to cut out a 
set of 4 egg hollows from an egg carton. Paint the whole thing a pretty colour. 
Then find a round decoration for the middle of your flower. This can be a 
cardboard cutout, a colourful bottle lid or maybe a sticker. Paint the circle if 
needed and stick in the centre of the four hollows.) 

2. Now choose a person to hide the flower. Then have some rules, like how long 
the people shutting their eyes or hiding their faces have to wait (e.g. a count of 
20), have places where the flower is allowed to be hidden. Once the flower is 
hidden. The person who is hiding the flower has to come back to the players 
to tell them that the flower is hidden.  

3. The rest of you will start searching for the flower. When people get close to 
where the flower has been hidden, the person who has hidden the flower says 
“warm” or “hot”. If not close at all to the flower, the person says “cold”. 

4. The first person to find the flower, gets the nectar! (And is the winner of that 
round.) 

PIN THE ANTENNAE ON THE BUTTERFLY -GAME 
This game is like pin the tail on the donkey.  
Firstly, draw a flower on a piece of paper. Then stick the flower to a surface easy to 
reach with blutac, or a pin. Make 2 antennae (2 piper cleaners if you have them or 2 
thin strips of twisted paper stapled or twisted together at the end) with a piece of 
blutac on the stapled end or on the pipe cleaners twisted at the ends. Blindfold the 
person (butterfly that is looking for nectar in the flower) (maybe use a tea towel 
folded at opposite corners for the blindfold.) 
Stand the “butterfly” (blindfolded person) a short distance away from the drawn 
flower, turn them around twice gently, the lead them to the flower drawing telling 
them that the flower is straight in front of them and say “try to stick the antennae on 
the butterfly in the correct place”. 
Take off the blindfold and the person can see how close they were to where the 
antennae should be. 
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BUTTERFLY QUIZ GAME  
For this game, you need to use the questions at the top of the sheet 
Use dice (dice means 2, die means1). Use one die for the numbers to 6 and 2 dice for 
higher numbers. 
All people playing the game line up in a straight row. Then decide where the finish line 
or place will be. 
One person asks the questions according to the number on the dice. He/she asks a 
question and the first person to put up his/her hand and answers the question 
correctly, takes a step forward. Keep going until someone reaches the finish line. This 
person to reach the line is the winner!  
Alternatively, for right answer, a person can take a step forward and for a wrong 
answer, a step backwards. Yet again, the one to reach the line first is the winner. 
(Something for kids to keep their eye on: make sure that the parents don’t take extra-
long steps with their long legs and reach the finish line sooner because of that.) 
 
 
DO ARTS AND CRAFTS 
 

Make a butterfly using an old toilet roll 
	
What you need: 

- Empty toilet paper roll 
- Colourful paper or use plain paper and decorate it yourself 
- Stapler 
- Glue 
- Scissors 
- Pens of different colour 
- Any and all kinds of decorations you have inside and outside of your 

house 
 

1. Decorate the old toilet roll to look like a butterfly’s body. Let your 
imagination go wild or find an image of your favourite butterfly as an 
example. 

2. Cut out some paper in the shape of butterfly wings. 
3. Draw eyes and a proboscis on the toilet roll.  
4. Decorate the wings then stick or staple them on to the toilet roll. 

 
There’s your butterfly. 
 
 
 
Our natural environment on the Gold Coast is a true biodiversity hotspot! 
(Biodiversity means the number of different animals and plants living together.) We 
hope you enjoyed learning about butterflies and hope that this has sparked an interest 
in other animals and the environment too! Join us at our EcoDiscoverers programs or 
keep your eyes on the Kids Corner page to learn more. 
 
 
 


