Hon. Tony Burke

Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities.
PO Box 6022
House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

2nd September 2011
Dear Minister
Re: Review of the Status of the koala
The koala is one of Australia’s iconic animals recognised throughout the world. However the koala’s survival is under threat particularly in South East Queensland as the population has dropped by 65% in 10 years – 50% of that total in just the last 3 years. 

Recent State legislation changes will not be sufficient to halt the decline of koalas in South east Queensland and scientists predict they will be extinct in this region by 2020.

The koala is threatened throughout the east coast of Australia. The greatest threat to the koala is loss of habitat. Every development in koala habitat moves the animal closer to extinction.

An estimated 80% of koala habitat has probably been destroyed since European settlement and as the human population grows and spreads further into essential koala habitat this figure will rise. Most of the habitat that is left is private land and almost none of it protected in law. 

The loss of habitat and unrealistic expectations that koalas can survive in urban areas with dogs, people and cars is causing koalas severe stress which, in turn, causes illness in koalas leading to infertility and death. There has to be room for koalas as well as people.

The people of the world will not be impressed if Australians allow this unique animal to decline to the point of no return. Australia has a very poor reputation of having the highest number of species extinctions in the world. Do not allow the koala to be one more on this list.

As Federal Environment Minister, I ask you to immediately list the koala under the EPBC Act and to ensure that legislation is enacted to protect this iconic species and its habitat.

Let us celebrate September as National Koala Month with the confirmation of Federal protective legislation.

Yours sincerely

Signed:    __________________________________________

Name:     __________________________________________
Address:  __________________________________________
